The Party System
if the Labour Party were to say to-day that they would
undertake not to begin their experiment in Socialist
transformation .until they were assured that its beginning
would not outrage their opponents. For, first of all, no
one can give them such an assurance, least of all those who
live by the conviction that Socialism means disaster. And,
secondly, to announce that they would act only on these
terms is deliberately to invite the creation of that sense
of outrage in order to compel the postponement of the
experiment. It is, as it were, to invite every industry it is
proposed to socialize to become an Ulster in order to
prevent socialization
The only possible tactic, in fact, the Socialists can
pursue is, as a democratic party, to assume that "mutual
confidence" between parties of which Mr. Gladstone
spoke. So long, that is, as the law permits them to make
propaganda for Socialist ideas, their obligation is to inform
the electorate as clearly and incisively as they can of the
principles upon which they propose to act if they are
elected to office. The only constitutional right of their
opponents is to persuade the voters, if they can, not to
accept Socialist principles. But there is literally no mean-
ing in our Constitution if a Socialist victory, after long
years of propaganda in which its consequences have been
fully explained, is to be followed by the withdrawal of that
"mutual confidence" on which its operation depends.
That is the announcement that one party only is entitled
to define the ends of parliamentary government; and this
is certainly not an hypothesis of possible action that the
other party is likely to accept. Certainly, if it did, it would
cease to be a party by so doing.
The strategy I have been discussing explains, from
another angle, what I meant by arguing earlier that, until
our own day, we have been governed in all fundamental
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